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President’s Report Janet Bowers
Everyone is getting excited about hosting the National Dutch Show in our
own state of Michigan! It will be here before you know it, and we need
everyone to step up and do whatever they can to help make this the best
show yet.
Jane Burt, our show secretary, has been working to get forms on our
website and the NDS catalog finished by the February 20th deadline. All
information about NDS will be on our MDRC website, with a link to it from
the ADRC website. Micki Gibbs is updating the MDRC Facebook page,
with pertinent information, on at least a weekly basis.
The MSRBA Annual Convention is coming up in a couple of weeks.
MDRC has rented booth spaces for our raffle, and we need all of our
MDRC members to help support the raffle by bringing several quality
items. This is our main money-maker for NDS and needs to be a
huge success. Check out the clearance aisles in your favorite store and
ask your feed and retail stores to help by donating an item or two. Let’s
get those tables filled with great items.
Further in this issue you will see that I have provided a financial budget
to which we must strictly adhere. It takes a lot financially to put on an
NDS and the goal is never to make money, but to cover the expenses.
We need just enough to provide the Dutch breeders with the quality show
that they deserve. Therefore, I’m asking all committees to keep the
Board informed of costs before items are purchased.
Please mark your calendars to help us set up NDS on Wednesday
afternoon, April 25th, and/or plan on helping tear down after the show on
Sunday morning, April 29th. We will be done by noon. It will take the
participation of all our MDRC members to make this year’s NDS a huge
success.
SUNDAY MORNING of the MSRBA Convention, we will have our final
meeting before NDS, at 7:30 AM AT THE DUTCH BOOTH, where the
raffle will be held on Saturday. We will have a lot to discuss in a very
short time frame. This will also be the meeting where we hand out our
2017 MDRC Sweepstake awards.
I hope everyone has had a good winter so far. Safe travels to your next
show.
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Vice President’s Message Nancy Taylor
Here’s how you can help produce a fabulous NDS:
•

If you agree to do something, do it.

•

If you agree to a deadline, keep it.

•

Contact Melissa Bowers-Carpenter sometime in February and let
her know what new, quality raffle items you will be donating.

•

Bring a broom and a shovel with you to NDS and plan to use them
during clean-up on Sunday morning.

•

Plan to attend the banquet.

•

Stick around after the banquet and help us stuff envelopes for
exhibitors.

•

Enter a fun class.

•

Bid in the rabbit raffle.

•

During set-up and clean-up, make a point to introduce yourself and
share a bit of conversation with someone you don’t know.

•

Each day, thank other members for their service.

Find us online!
Website:
www.midutchclub.com
Facebook:
www.facebook.com

Secretary’s Report Jenny Janetzke
We had several new members join this fall! I welcome Micah Samys, Lydia Lotter, Madilyn McMaster,
Jane Burt, and Brooke Gumns to the Michigan Dutch Rabbit Club. Unapproved minutes from the
November 2017 membership meeting have been sent via email to club members and are included in this
newsletter. If you have any questions, let me know.

Treasurer’s Report Andrea Perez
Balance: $2813.48
Since the last meeting, the club has put a $950 deposit on the NDS banquet and paid for the 2017
sweepstakes awards.
I have received a total of 6 sponsorships so far for NDS, but I will not deposit those checks until closer to
NDS for ease of recordkeeping.
We will have a raffle table at MSU. Please bring donations! These funds are needed to finance NDS.
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Youth Director’s Report Bryant Janetzke

My name is Bryant Janetzke and I am your new MDRC Youth Director. I am very excited to serve this
year! I am 12 years old and in the Sixth Grade at Saranac Elementary. I have been showing rabbits
within the MDRC since September of 2015. Since that time, I have learned so much from fellow youth
and open members. My rabbitry consists primarily of gray and tortoise Dutch, with a couple black and
blue Dutch, and a few Californians.
I am excited to attend my first NDS this year in Kalamazoo, MI and I remembered about a personal
narrative that I wrote for school titled, A Fair Story. I thought that part of it would be a good reminder of
what youth can be doing to prepare for the NDS Royalty competition.
My showmanship rabbit's name is Cami. She is the cutest rabbit I’ve ever seen. At least I think so.
After that it was time for showmanship. When I went to go get my showmanship rabbit, I forgot to get
my book. When I was ready, my mom said, “Don't forget to take your time.” So, then I slowly walked
up. It felt like 100 degrees beating on me.
With my rabbit tucked in my armpit the judge said, “Place your rabbit on the table.” I set up the rabbit
facing the judge. When the other two kids were done she said, “Handle your rabbit.” I smoothly put the
rabbit sideways and lifted it up by the ears and put the rabbit in my armpit, then stepped back.
In 30 seconds she said, “Pose your rabbit.”
I carefully set each leg and tail. When everybody was done she said, “Examine your
rabbit.” So, I set it sideways and began. First, I checked the base of the ears, then inside the ears,
and eyes. I gently flipped the rabbit over on its back. Cami didn't budge. I gently checked its
nose, then mouth, and dewlap. Then I lifted both front feet, then the pads of the feet. I did the
same to the back. Next, I checked the gender of the rabbit and the tail. Lastly, I flipped the rabbit
over, checking the tail again then the ears and the type. When everyone was done, the judge
asked me some questions.
“Which breed has guard hairs?”
I didn't know so I said, “Californians.”
“How many toes does a rabbit have in the front?”
“5.” I knew that one. Then I was sent back.
After about 20 minutes, which felt like millions of years, I went to breed class. First, I
judged some Lops. I never had judged them, so it was different. I looked at all 4 of their types. I
placed them how I thought and moved on. Next was Mini Rex. They are really soft. Then I did
the same as the Lop. Then I turned the paper in.
About a hour later it was time for awards. First was senior showmanship, then
intermediate, and junior. Finally, what I wanted all day was about to happen.
“For first place, Bryant Janetzke.!”
I could hardly believe this. It was like a dream. I also got first for breed class and judging.
It was the best day of my life. When was the time of your life?
Whether you answer questions right or wrong or forget a step, you should keep going,
keep your head up, and smile. Be confident in your answers and study hard. Put all of your
effort into it. Even if you don’t know, make an educated guess. This will be my first time at NDS.
I am hoping it will be better than I am imagining.
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NDS Fun Classes Kristy Grinold
I am excited to be in charge of the Friday night fun classes this year! While Saturday’s big show is
obviously the highlight, Friday is all about mingling with other breeders and having a good time!
This year I have come up with three classes, and while one is pretty standard, the other two are unique. It
is important to me to offer classes that encourage good breeding practices.
This year’s fun classes are as follows:
Best Type
Simply put, we want to see your best-typed rabbit! Did your best show rabbit lose a nail or break a tail? Or
maybe that stop is a little too short, or that elbow a little tied… it’s no secret that a lot of breeders
successfully use un-showable rabbits in their breeding programs, so disqualifications will be allowed, as
long as the rabbit is healthy and of breeding quality. Rabbits will only be judged on type. One entry per
exhibitor, please.
Rockstar Rookie
We want to showcase our newest breeders! If you’ve been raising and showing Dutch for less than 2
years, this fun class is for you! Enter your best rabbit and see how it stacks up against other rookie
breeders. Exhibitors may only enter rabbits they bred. Judging will be based off the ARBA Dutch
standard. One entry per exhibitor, please.
An Oldie, but a Goodie
Do you have a buck that just won’t quit? A doe that keeps coming back beautiful after every litter? Well,
we want to see them! This class is only for rabbits over 3 years of age. Judging will be based off the
ARBA Dutch standard. Birthdates of entries must be provided at time of entry.
It would be impossible for the same rabbit to be in the “Rockstar Rookie” and the “An Oldie, but a Goodie”
classes, so they can be run concurrently. Also, each fun class is run as a single class, meaning open
& youth, bucks & does, juniors & seniors, and all colors, will be shown together.
Fun classes are not required to be judged by ARBA licensed judges, so it gives us the opportunity to
choose some new judges. These judges are volunteers and are well- known breeders who have raised
nationally winning Dutch. I am very excited to announce judges Dan Schwandt of Wisconsin, Briony
Smith of Kansas (who is a licensed ARBA judge, a nice bonus!), and Lonnie Harper of Ohio.
Fun class entries are going to be offered at $5 per class. Rabbits are entered Friday prior to the start of
classes. A 50% cash payback will be offered to the winner of the class in the hopes of encouraging a
higher number of entries. I am planning on donating some sort of fun award to each class winner as well.
There will only be one winner chosen per class in order to “up the ante” as well as make the job easier
on the judge if the classes are very large (which we hope they will be!)
Feel free to contact me with any questions, concerns or suggestions regarding this year’s fun classes!
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NDS Show Committees
Show Superintendent
Janet Bowers
Show Secretary
Jane Burt
Assisting Secretary (Day of Show)
Hayli Lane
Andrea Perez
Janet Bowers
Carlene Bell
Michigan Meal
Char Hecht- Chair
Jenny Janetzke
Banquet Table Decorations
Micki Gibbs
Nancy Taylor

2018 NDS Proposed Budget
Sanctions and Insurance

$120

Building Rental

$5800

Banquet

$3200

Friday Night Meal
Cage Rental (1.25 hole)

$750
$1500

Judges’ Tables

$500

Hand Skidster

$700

Rabbit Raffle
Kristy Grinold
General Raffle
Melissa Bowers- Chair
Awards
Andrea Perez, Chair
Micki Gibbs
Deanna Solbralski
Brooke Gumms
Nancy Taylor
Arts & Crafts Judge:
Sherry Callen

Semi Driver (haul cages)

$1500

Judges’ Fees

$2000

Facebook
Micki Gibbs

Judges’ Hotel Rooms

$1600

Fun Class

Office Supplies
Awards

$350
$2000

Ribbons

$350

Royalty Awards

$250

Souvenir Key Chains

$300

Decorations

$75
$20,995
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Kristy Grinold
Royalty
Todd Biddle-Chair
Bobbie Grecoe
Beth Biester
Debbie Athey
Gale Newton
If you wish to help on any of these
committees, please contact the committee
chair directly or contact Janet Bowers.

NDS Show Secretary Report Jane Burt
Are you getting excited about our upcoming NDS? What a wonderful opportunity for us to show our
ADRC friends some real Michigan hospitality.
You might be wondering what would motivate me to consider being secretary for our NDS. How about
love of a breed, and friendships. Janet and I go way back to high school and playing saxophone in the
band. We have worked together on numerous large events including the 2007 ARBA Convention,
where I was the General Chairperson and Janet my assistant. Sort of reversing the roles this time.
My first breed was Dutch from the mid 1980’s until the mid-1990’s. I was one of the founding officers of
the MDRC and served as secretary for the first Michigan NDS in 1992 in Saline. That was before
computer programs, so I spent my evenings for nearly two weeks writing out remark cards for around
900 entries. Then spent the next week finalizing the paperwork and mailing exhibitor reports.
Things will be much different this year with the computer program, however I will still have to get all the
rabbits entered into the program, but I have two weeks to get that accomplished. I will be using two
laptops, one for open and another for youth. I also plan to bring two laser printers, one for each
computer. So that I am not cross-eyed from doing data entry all day Saturday, I have a crew ready to
assist me in entering the placements as the judging is completed for each class. It is my goal to have
all paperwork completed and the check-out packets stuffed with at least the remark cards and ribbons
prior to the banquet. To make this happen, I will need some help during the day on Saturday. If you
can spare a few minutes, that would be fantastic.
We will be using pre-printed remark cards that are specific to our breed. I have secured advertising on
them (like was done in 2013) which will cover the cost of that item as well as the coop cards. We will
again be using multi colored coop cards for ease in identifying each class.
I will be bringing my photo studio equipment to set up a photo booth. Thanks to Janet, we have a nice
2018 NDS banner to have on the backdrop to enhance the photos. Our goal is to get nice photos of the
class winners from the show. The set up will be available for any exhibitor to take a picture of their
rabbit. We will also have the backdrop and lights set up at the banquet (with the banner) for pictures of
the show and sweepstakes winners.
Looking forward to our NDS and being back on the Dutch show tables very soon.
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MDRC Membership Meeting / MSU Pavilion, East Lansing, MI
11/26/2017 8:03 am Meeting called to order by Janet Bowers- President.
Treasurer Report: Balance $4,171.48
Specialty Show: Income: Entries $948.00 Expenses: Sanction $124.00, Awards $74.00, Judges $314.00,
Booth: $50.00 Net Income: $386.00 Sam made a motion to accept the treasurer report, Nancy second the
motion. Motion passed.
Secretary Report: Jenny shared the membership numbers for the fall. September membership 5 Youth, 1
Open; October Membership 1Youth, 1 Open; November Membership 1 Youth
It was also mentioned that the booth for the 4H show needs to be discussed, as a flyer came in the mail. This
was already marked as an agenda item. Char made a motion to accept the secretary report, Noah H. second
the motion . Motion Passed.
NDS: 9:00 Wednesday through Thursday AM is when much of the set up will be needing to take place (April
25-26). Friday is royalty. Discussion took place about previous entry fees. Last time it was $6/head and we had
382 head, with $3/head for sale cages. There were 122 exhibitors. Discussing of pricing and expenses- cost
for awards/donations. Nancy made a motion to charge $7.50/head with a sliding scale (like last time it was
hosted). Andrea second the motion. Motion Passed.
Exhibitor Packet: Ideas: Kazoo (NDS 2018) plastic, .10 each for open and youth. Key chains with logo $2 each,
so $300 total. Nancy made a motion to use the key chains as the exhibitor gift in the packet, with also the
kazoo (as a donated item). Katie second the motion. Motion Passed.
Awards: A committee will be formed- set up by Nancy and Andrea. Awards need to be ordered for both the
show and Royalty.
Budget: Todd need to contact people /get contacts…need a budget.
Banners for donations / Sponsors will be needed.
Email Micki if there are things that your committee needs to communicate to the public and she can post it on
Facebook.
Hotels are set for NDS.
Caterer is set for NDS.
Friday night exhibitor meal: ice cream, hot dogs, chips. Andrea made a motion for there to be a meal provided
on Friday night at NDS. Kristy second the motion. Motion passed.
NDS Publicity- TSpring- communicate logo through the company and there are many options. Everything
funnels through Tspring, they ship the product and cut the check. Exhibitors and club member’s publicity.
Nancy made a motion to carry through with this option. Micki second. Motion passed.
NDS Committees: Nancy discussed what committees need to be formed. DAY OF SHOW, Input information
into the computer- Andrea and Emma can do this.
Show Secretary:
Nancy made a motion that the show or co-show secretary committee needs to solicit their own help. Katie
second the motion. Motion passed
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Awards Committee /Ribbons
Logo Contest: Great Lakes, Great Dutch slogan/logo. Shannon made a motion to accept this logo and slogan.
Bryant second the motion. Motion Passed. (Suggestion made to add dates to some?)
2018 State 4H Show booth- Nancy made a motion to pass on this option. Char second the motion. Motion
passed.
MSU Convention /Spring Show Raffle and Booth- Nancy made a motion to make a committee, Micki
Second the motion. Motion Passed. Andrea will lead the committee and will be the “go to” person.
Newsletter Editor: Formatting. Issued Quarterly. 2-3 hours of time per quarter. Nancy volunteered to Co-Edit
with Char.
Sweepstakes 2018- Kristy volunteered to take over the role of tallying the points for Sweepstakes in 2018 if
someone can help with pictures/show reports. Others volunteered to do this at the shows.
Sweepstakes 2017 awards need to be decided in the next 3 weeks. Currently short 1/3 of the money.
Donations being accepted. Micki/Katie will be ordering awards.
2018 Specialty show? No, because NDS counts towards our yearly specialty show. Nancy made a motion to
accept the 2018 NDS Specialty show as our yearly specialty requirement, Micki second the motion. Motion
Passed.
Elections:
President- Janet Bowers, nominated by Andrea, Second by Char. Passed.
Secretary- Jenny Janetzke, nominated by Nancy, Second by Andrea. Passed
Board Member- Shannon, nominated by Katie, second by Char..Kristy, nominated by Andrea, second by
Emma. VOTE: Shannon Krolikowski will be the next board member. Passed
Youth Director: Bryant Janetzke, nominated by Katie, second by Char. Passed
Adjourn: 8:57 Motion by Katie to adjourn the meeting, Second by Char. Passed

NDS Rabbit Raffle
The NDS Rabbit Raffle is your opportunity to purchase high-quality Dutch rabbits from some of the top
breeders in the nation. The 2018 NDS Rabbit Raffle is being managed by Kristy Grinold. Look for the
names of donating breeders, as well as the biographies of the rabbits that will be offered, on the NDS web
site and Facebook page.
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MDRC WANTS YOU!
Membership Application,
Download, print, complete, and mail the form and appropriate membership fees to:
Jenny Janetzke
4303 Misty Meadow Drive
Saranac, MI 48881
616-642-6637
jjanetzk@ioniaschools.org
Membership Fees
» Individual - $6.00 per year
» 2nd Family Member - $5.00 per year
» Family (3 or more) - $15.00 per year
If you have any issues opening the file, please contact
web administrator, Jane Burt at mittenfeet@gmail.com.
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MICHIGAN DUTCH RABBIT CLUB
CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE I NAME
SECTION 1.
This association shall be known under the name and style of the Michigan Dutch Rabbit Club.

SECTION 2.
The above-named Association shall be chartered with the American Rabbit Breeders Association, Inc.
and shall not proceed in any manner or have any rule that is in conflict with said Association.

SECTION 3.
This Association shall host at least one (1) annual all-Dutch show.

SECTION 4.
Upon dissolution any remaining funds shall be split with one half going to the ARBA Youth Scholarship
Fund and one half going to the American Dutch Rabbit Club.

ARTICLE II MEMBERSHIP
SECTION 1.
Any person of good character and reputation may make application for membership in the association.

SECTION 2.
Application for membership shall be in written form through any current member with the organization.
The signed application with membership fee for one (1) year from date of acknowledgement and receipt
of membership dues as fixed in the By-Laws.

SECTION 3.
Any member having paid 30 years of adult membership regardless of age, or that has
20 years of paid membership upon reaching the age of 65 will receive a life membership.
SECTION 4. The Executive Committee reserves the right to approve or reject, for any
cause, any application for membership or renewal in this association.

SECTION 5.
All members, including out of state members, will be considered voting members in this association.
Those not residing in the State of Michigan will not be allowed to hold office.

ARTICLE III OFFICERS
SECTION 1.
The Elective Officers of the association shall consist of:
a. President
b. Vice-President
c. Secretary
d. Treasurer
e. Directors (3) Open (1) Youth
f. The Secretary and Treasurer can be two elected positions or one individual combined elected
position.
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SECTION 2.
All elected officers shall meet the following criteria:
a. Be a resident of the State of Michigan
b. Be a current member of the American Rabbit Breeders Association
c. Be a current member of the American Dutch Rabbit Club.

SECTION 3
Term of Office:
a. The Office of President, Secretary and one (1) Director shall be for a term of two (2) years, to be elected on the odd
numbered years.
b. The Office of Treasurer, Vice President and two (2) Directors shall be for a term of two (2)

SECTION 4.
The term of office for these officers shall be assumed on January 1st of the fiscal year and continue until December
31st of the second year following, or until one tenders their resignation in written form to the Executive Committee.

SECTION 5.
Vacancies of office during a regular term shall be appointed by the President, with the approval of the Executive
Committee present, with no proxy votes.

SECTION 6.
The Executive Committee shall consist of the President, Vice-President, Secretary and/or Treasurer and three (3)
Open Directors.

ARTICLE IV DUTIES OF THE OFFICERS
SECTION 1.
The President shall have the following duties:
a. Preside at all meetings of the above-named association.
b. Act as chairperson of the Executive Committee.
c. Appoint all committees as necessary.
d. Plan all meetings of the Association and the Executive Committee.
e. Fill all vacancies and assume such duties as pertain to the office of President.
f. Follow Roberts Rules of Order in conduction all business meetings.
SECTION 2.
The Vice-Presidents duties shall consist of:
a. The same as the Presidents in his/her absence or disability.
b. He/she shall assist the President with duties as requested.

. SECTION 3.
The Secretary shall have the following duties:
a. Perform all correspondence for the above-named Association.
b. To send out all notices for meetings of the Association and the Executive Committee.
c. To keep minutes from all Association and Executive Committee meetings and to keep all
pertinent records on
file for one (1) year including all letters received and a copy of all letters sent out.
d. Perform all duties as directed by the President and Executive Committee.
e. Assume no obligation and take no actions of major importance without specific authority from
President or Executive Committee.
f. Forward all collected money for memberships to the Treasurer.
g. Assist members and breeders when possible.
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SECTION 4
The Treasurer shall have the following duties:
a. Perform all duties as directed by the President and Executive Committee.
b. Assume no obligation and take no actions of major importance without specific authority from
President or Executive Committee.
c. Assist members and breeders when possible.
d. Secretary/Treasurer shall collect all monies due and make payable from funds of the club, all claims as properly
authorized and approved.
e. Have all books audited within thirty (30) days after December 31st by an auditing committee appointed by the
President.

SECTION 5
If the Secretary and Treasurer is elected as a combined position, the duties will be combined.

SECTION 6.
The Executive Committee consisting of the Officers and the Board of Directors shall have the following
responsibilities:
a. Have charge of all business transactions of the association.
b. Authorize all special expenditures of money from the treasury.
c. Act upon special expenditures of money from the treasury in conflict with the instrument
of the Constitution and By-Laws.
d. Have exclusive power to make contracts in the name of the Association.
e. Supervise all business of the Association.
f. Supervise all duties of the Officers.
g. Make rules as deemed necessary during the year for the club and the meetings.
h. Select judges and prizes to be awarded at the ALL-DUTCH SHOW.
i. Assist any breeder or member when possible.

ARTICLE V DISCIPLINE
Section 1.
The Board of Directors may, by a 2/3 majority, suspend or expel any member, providing charges have been made by
another member. If the charges are upheld, the Secretary will inform the member against whom the charges were
made. The member will be given thirty (30) days to reply to the charges before action is taken by the Board. If reply
is made, it shall be considered by the Board along with the charges

Section 2.
Any person expelled or rejected shall not be eligible for reinstatement for one (1) year, and only upon approval of the
Board.
Section 3. An officer whose membership has expired shall be notified by mail. If the renewal has not been made
within thirty (30) days from the date of expiration, the office shall be declared vacant and the President shall fill by
appointment the unexpired term of office.

Section 4.
An officer who shows lack of interest in his/her official duties, or fails to answer correspondence of Club matters, shall
be asked by the President to resign. If there is failure to do so, the Board by a 2/3 majority shall declare the office
vacant and the President shall appoint an officer to fill the remaining term of office.

Section 5.
An officer who gives up the breeding of Dutch rabbits during his/her term of office shall resign his/her office and the
President shall appoint a replacement to fill the remaining term of office.
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Congratulations Jenny Janetzke NDS Logo Winner!
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